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There are some natural resources, which our planet 
earth contains and over which no single nation can 
claim their exclusive jurisdiction. There are many 
examples of global resources such as the deep 
seabed, the water column beyond territorial seas, 
resources of the continental margin, celestial bodies 
and orbits in outer space, the electromagnetic 
frequency spectrum and the Antarctic. Other 
important resources such as the planet‟s Ozone 
layer and carbon dioxide balance are also less 
familiar examples over which no single nation has 
a generally recognized exclusive jurisdiction. 
These resources are considered as „global 
commons‟, free of national or international 
regulation (Wijkman, 1982). 
Garrett Hardin in his work “Tragedy of 
the Commons”  have highlighted the issue of 
depletion of fishing stocks and the ozone layer, 
congestion of orbital slots by satellites, and 
overheating of the atmosphere (Hardin, 1968).  He 
proposed a particularly influential model to explain 
why communities may over exploit shared natural 
resources even when they know that they are doing 
so and are aware that it is against their long-term 
interests. Hardin calls it the „tragedy of the 
commons‟. These issues have now become acute 
problems for the whole humankind. Earlier when 
the resources were plentiful, people were free to 
access it. However when it became scarce, its 
overexploitation created ecological imbalances.  
In order to make his points about the need for 
major social change to deal with problems such as 
overpopulation, resource depletion, air and water 
pollution, he draws the attention of the reader to a 
hypothetical situation and ask them to imagine a 
situation of a metaphorical village commons, where 
each herder were to add a few animals to his herd. 
His metaphor highlighted the divergence between 
individual and collective rationality. If each 
herdsman found it more profitable to graze more 
animals than the pasture could support, then each 
would take all the profit from an extra animal but 
bore only a fraction of the cost of overgrazing, the 
result would be a tragic loss of the resource for the 
entire community of herders. Thus Hardin 
concluded that "freedom in the commons brings 
ruin to all" (Hardin, 1968, p. 1244). This 
conclusion has been accorded by some the status of 
scientific law. The tragedy of the commons has 
become part of the conventional wisdom in 
environmental studies, resource science and policy, 
economics, ecology, and political science 
(McEvoy, 1988, p. 214) and is featured in 
textbooks (Nebel, 1987, pp. 484-485; Lineberry, 
1983, pp. 579-580). J. A. Moore, author of a major 
environmental education project for the American 
Society of Zoologists, states: "Hardin's Tragedy of 
the Commons should be required reading for all 
students ... and if I had my way, for all human 
beings" (Moore, 1985, p. 602). It has also been 
used in formulating resource-management policy, 
as recently shown for Atlantic Canada fisheries 
(Matthews, 1988). To avoid the tragedy, Hardin 
(1968; Hardin and Baden, 1977) concluded that the 
commons could be privatized or kept as public 
property to which rights to entry and use could be 
allocated. Hardin has been widely cited as having 
said that resource degradation was inevitable unless 
common property was converted to private 
property, or government regulation is implemented 
for uses and users. Hardin in 1978 specifically 
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recognized two general solutions: private enterprise 
and socialism (control by government).  
Some scholars criticize Hardin's model as 
insightful but incomplete. They argue that his 
conclusion of unavoidable tragedy follows from his 
assumptions of open access, lack of constraints on 
individual behavior, conditions in which demand 
exceeds supply and resource users who are 
incapable of altering the rules. According to them, 
actual common- property situations often do not 
conform to all four of these assumptions. Instead 
they propose a new and more comprehensive 
theory for common-property resources must be 
able to account for sustainable resource 
management under communal-property regimes. 
The theory should be capable of accommodating 
user self-organization or the lack of it. Such a 
model can better explain whether and under what 
conditions sustainable resource management will 
occur, rather than simply predicting the demise of 
all resources held in common (David Feeny, Fikret 
Berkes, Bonnie J. McCay, James M. Acheson, 
1990). 
Nonetheless, above discussion verify that 
environmental issues are not only important but at 
the same time it is contentious. This is more so in 
the international sphere, where a number of 
international agreements have been drafted on 
environmental issues, although the number of 
signatories varies so does the level of commitment 
by the international actors. Even environmental 
implications of industrial and economic practices 
are accepted by the people at large today, there are 
difficulties regarding agreement on what needs to 
be done. Scholars and people advocated that 
„sustainable development‟ as solution to this 
problem. As one scholar says, “many third world 
countries, for example, suffer from massive 
unemployment and underemployment and resent 
being told by developed countries that 
industrialization is bad for the environment, 
particularly when during their own early phases of 
industrialization these latter countries paid little or 
no heed to the impact of their activities on the 
environment. In an attempt to reconcile Third 
World emphasis on economic development and 
First World concern for the global environment, the 
concept of sustainable development has gained 
increasing acceptance. Sustainable development is 
based on the premise that there needs to be a 
balance between consumption and population size 
within overall limits imposed by nature” (Viotti & 
Kauppi, 2007).       
The human action is the prime factor 
responsible for such an alarming situation whereby 
possibly the existence of life on this planet is in 
danger. Our planet earth is unique in the solar 
system because it sustains various kinds of life. In 
the process of evolution, human beings had to wage 
a fight against the nature for their survival. Later 
on, because of their thinking capacity, human being 
emerged victorious among all other living species. 
With the development of human civilization the 
need and demand of human beings have been kept 
on increasing. In order to fulfill their demands 
human beings molded nature according to their 
wishes. Such an endeavor resulted in disaster and 
created an imbalance in the natural dynamism of 
the earth resulting in various environmental 
problems. In thousand years, world‟s population 
has increased from 265 million to more than 6 
billion in year 2000 and still increasing. Scientific 
discoveries along with Industrial revolution in 
modern times became a major achievement for 
human beings but in the process it caused 
irreparable damage to the nature. Last century has 
witnessed two World Wars and several small scale 
wars which has also substantially affected 
environment. Later on, in the name of mindless 
development human beings have overexploited 
nature and natural resources. Thus now people are 
facing different kinds of environmental problems 
like global warming, different kinds of pollution 
including water, land and air, depletion of ozone 
layer and so on. Situation has reached to such an 
alarming stage that world has started witnessing its 
impact in terms of  temperature variation or 
increase and decrease in normal rainfall in 
particular place and so on. So the issues of climate 
change have forced human beings to understand the 
problems of environmental change and 
consequently develop an effective response to it. 
However it was only in the last few decades of 
twentieth century environmental issues emerged as 
a major concern for international politics.  
 Owen Greene argues five points through 
which he claims that environmental issues are 
global (Owen Greene, 2005). First, some 
environmental problems are inherently global, even 
though their cause may be local but their effect and 
solution are global in nature. For example, carbon 
dioxide emissions contribute to global climate 
change which clearly reflects that the effects are 
global and it requires global attention to tackle the 
problem. Second, there are certain resources which 
are shared by the whole world and thus need to be 
preserved at a global level in the interest of the 
whole world. Examples of such resources are 
atmosphere, deep-sea bed and outer space. Third, 
many environmental problems cross national 
boundaries even though they are not truly global. 
For instance war in one country can produce black 
rain in neighboring country. Fourth, there are many 
environmental issues which are local or national 
but they happen in too many localities, thus they 
are considered as global problems. Examples of 
such issues include, deforestation, soil erosion and 
so on. Fifth issue which Greene highlights is the 
fact that environmental issues are intimately linked 
to broader political and broader political and socio-
economic processes which themselves are part of 
global political economy (Biswal, 2009). It is 
widely recognized that the pattern of wealth 
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distribution, power, industrialization affect the 
environment in a very significant way. Hence 
globalization and interdependence among nation 
states give all environmental problems an 
international dimension (Baylis & Smith, 2005).      
History of Environmental Movement 
Ramchandra Guha gives a brief overview 
of the global environmental movement. According 
to him, as there are a variety of feminism similarly 
there are a variety of environmentalism. The 
concern for environmental conservation goes back 
to the late 18th century. This was in response to the 
onset of industrialization, which had a major 
impact on the nature. He termed it as the „first 
wave of environmentalism. It questioned the 
rationale of industrial development process. Within 
this first phase, Guha argues, one can see various 
strands. First, was the 'back-to-the-land' movement, 
which was a moral and cultural critique of the 
Industrial Revolution. Personalities like Blake, 
Wordsworth, Charles Dickens, Gandhi and F. 
Engels were associated with this movement. 
Second strand was the issue of 'scientific 
conservation', which chose to work within the 
given framework of development. Here 
conservation and sustained yield were the main 
terms within this strand of environmentalism. 
Foresters were in the forefronts for setting up 
agencies for scientific conservation in the 19
th
 
century. Third strand was the wilderness idea, 
which combines morality, science and aesthetics. 
Industrialization and spread of population increased 
the destruction of wild-life areas, which led to a 
movement by artists and scientists to enclose areas 
for the protection of certain endangered species.  
This movement has been most active in the United 
States of America. The second wave of the 
environmental moment began with the publication 
of Rachel Carson's book „Silent Spring‟ in 1962. 
Her book was focused against the excessive use of 
chemical pesticides that were slowly poisoning the 
earth and all life forms. She defends nature and 
insists that one must respect nature and understands 
it in all its complexities. Silent Spring was 
translated into many languages and helped in 
starting the second wave of the environment 
movement in Europe. Carson's work sparked off a 
great public debate on the environment. Through 
lobbying of legislators and through public 
demonstration, public policy was sought to be 
influenced, in this period.  
The first wave of environmental 
movement was against the urbanization (which 
reshaped the country side) and the physical 
consequences of industrialization. The 
industrialization of the world dramatically altered 
the natural world through new methods of resource 
extraction, production and transportation (Guha, 
2002). The opposition to this rapid industrialization 
and urbanization was represented in the works of 
Wordsworth, John Clare, John Ruskin, William 
Morris and Edward Carpenter. They also opposed 
the extension of the railways and defended the 
country-side, against the enclosure movement, as 
well as criticized the uninhibited growth of the city. 
Guha also highlights the contribution of German 
poets and writers who were also in the forefront of 
the environment movement in their country. 
German's environmentalism and patriotism went 
hand in hand which was evident in the congruence 
between the ideas of environmentalists and the 
Nazis. Guha also highlights the ideas of Gandhi, 
such as techniques of non-violent protest, rejection 
of industrialization and western life-style and 
defense of a simple village life. The second 
response to the industrial revolution was in the 
ideology of scientific conservation. Here the main 
task was not to turn its back on industrial society 
but to use science to manage nature and natural 
resources efficiently and in the long run. Wildlife 
conservation in America can be seen against the 
background of the destruction of its environment 
by the spread and settlement of the European 
population. Two important figures in the 
wilderness movement of America are John Muir 
and Aldo Leopold. Muir started the most influential 
conservation group - the Sierra Club in 1892. He 
believed in a non- utilitarian rationale for 
wilderness preservation. Unlike the Christian ethic, 
he believed that the earth and all creatures on it 
were the manifestations of one god. Leopold on the 
other hand, had a more integrated approach. He 
believed that wilderness preservation had to go 
hand in hand with economic reorganization on 
ecological principles. Guha also talks about another 
three other scholars who contributed significantly 
in bridging the gap between the natural and social 
sciences. They are, Patrick Geddes, Lewis 
Mumford and Radhakamal Mukherjee. They tried 
to understand the interrelationships between the 
city and the nature 
During World Wars the environmental 
issues were ignored. Later on with the 
establishment of peace in Europe and US and with 
the decolonization of Asia and Africa, the main 
concern of the governments was economic 
development and production. Guha trems this 
period as the 'age of ecological innocence', in 
which environmental-oriented thinking was totally 
sidelined. The use of natural resources for 
economic growth was upheld along with 
technological advancement. Carl Sauer, E F 
Schumacher, Lewis Mumford, and Mira Behn were 
against of such kind of approach. They warned 
against over- exploitation of natural resources and 
sup- ported the self sufficiency of the village 
economy. However, their advices were neglected. 
This phase lasted till 1962, after which the second 
wave of the modern environment movement began. 
The modem environmental movement, Guha points 
out, can be distinguished from its earlier phase by 
the militant forms of action that it adopts. The 
earlier strategies of propaganda and advocacy for 
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environmental protection were used along with the 
new method of frequent marches, protests, moving 
court to obtain redress and so on. Unlike the other 
social movements, Guha argues that the 
environmental movement was 'less divisive' and 
people‟s participation was in large numbers.  
During 1970s and 1980s the 
environmental movement became regular feature of 
the society and professional participation increased. 
The expertise of scientists and lawyers was used to 
find the environmental solutions. Legislation on the 
issue of nature‟s protection and controlling 
pollution were passed and government departments 
were set up to protect environment.  All section of 
the society especially women have played a leading 
role in the protest against dumping of toxic wastes 
and even on the issue of deforestation which is 
evident in the case of „chipko movement‟. The 
imbalances created by human beings in natural 
sphere have resulted in different environmental 
problems. 
Ecological Problems 
Global Warming: There are several issues 
regarding environmental degradation, global 
warming is one of them. It is the increase in 
average temperature of the earth‟s atmosphere and 
ocean on a sustained basis in recent decades. It is 
widely believed that earth is getting warmed 
because of the process of industrialization coupled 
with quickly expanding populations. It happens 
primarily due to the increase of greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide. The atmospheric 
concentration of greenhouse gases leads to 
warming of the surface and lower atmosphere. 
Greenhouse gases are released by activities such as 
the burning of fossil fuels and through the 
agriculture activities and land clearing. The 
variations in greenhouse effect cause global 
warming, which affects almost every aspects of 
human life including ocean, fresh water resources, 
agriculture, forests food supply and so on. It is 
expected to affect countries differently and thus the 
disparity between north and south is likely to 
increase. Global warming and increase in 
temperature may lead to the rise of sea level, which 
will put various coastal states in a serious position. 
A rise of one meter in sea level would result in a 
displacement of ten percent of the population, 
which would be well over ten million people. It 
will be very costly both economically and in terms 
of social dislocation. The process of global 
warming will also shift various sorts of economic 
activity. Some consequences of global warming 
may be paradoxical as some people believe. 
However as one scholar argues that “there are 
doubters, even amongst professional experts, but 
these are few. The evidence looks convincing 
(Nicholson, 1998).     
Pollution: pollution is the addition to the certain 
harmful substance in the eco system, which has a 
detrimental effect on it. Due to pollution human life 
and health is in great danger. Pollution is of 
different kinds. They are land pollution, water 
pollution, air pollution, noise pollution, tobacco 
smoke and so on. These pollutions are responsible 
for large number of deaths. 
Threats to Biodiversity: biodiversity is the range 
of life forms on our planet, as seen in the variety of 
living organisms and the range of ecological 
communities (Biswal, 2009).  Biodiversity includes 
not just animals and plants but also it is concerned 
with the genetic variability in within a species. It is 
also concerned with the variety of ecosystems like 
rainforests, swamps, savannas, desert and so on. 
The 1992 United Nations Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janerio defined biodiversity as „the variability 
among living organisms from all sources, 
including, “inter-alia”, terrestrial, marine and other 
aquatic ecosystems,‟ Biodiversity is essential for 
human beings because it provides food, drugs, 
industrial materials, ecosystem services leisure 
activities and so on. However human beings are 
ignorant of such generosity. Human activities and 
ignorance towards biodiversity has resulted in the 
extinction of so many plant and animal species, 
destruction of tropical forests and so on. Today the 
situation has reached to an alarming situation. Now 
the conservation of biodiversity has become a 
global concern. It was among the hot topics 
discussed in UN world Summit for Sustainable 
Development. Convention on Biological Diversity 
was signed on behalf of UN in 1992 at Rio de 
Janerio. Its objective is to develop national 
strategies for the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity. The Convention has three 
goals: first, the conservation of biological diversity; 
second, sustainable use of its components; and 
third, fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising 
from genetic resources (Biswal, 2009). 
Conservation of biodiversity is necessary for both 
developed and developing countries and hence 
global attention is required. It is also a good 
example of a forum that brought diverse 
governmental and non-governmental actors 
together. As the formal members of United 
Nations, states controlled most of the action, but 
parallel meetings by non-governmental actors also 
contributed to the consensus reached on a 
sustainable development approach, assuring 
sensitivity to the environmental impacts of 
economic activities and demographics (Viotti & 
Kauppi, 2007). 
The Rio Conference and its Outcomes 
 1992 Rio conference was one of the 
biggest summit meetings ever held. About 150 
states were represented in this summit and about 
45000 people attended it which including 
governmental delegations, over 10000 media 
people, and representatives of 1500 NGOs, 
including environment, development, and business 
organizations, a woman‟s caucus, and indigenous 
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peoples groups (Baylis & Smith, 2005). Five major 
agreements were taken at Rio. The Rio declaration 
proclaims 27 principles to guide action on 
environment and development. They include 
principles relating to national responsibilities and 
international cooperation on environmental 
protection, the need for development and 
eradication of poverty and the role and rights of 
citizens, women, and indigenous people. Other 
issues are the following: 
a. Agenda 21: it is a 400 page document with 
40 chapters aiming to provide an action 
plan for sustainable development, 
integrating the goals of environmental 
protection and economic development, 
and based on local community and free 
market principles. The Commission for 
Sustainable Development is established as 
part of the UN system, to oversee the 
implementation of Agenda 21. 
b. The Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (FCCC): it was signed by 153 
states and subsequently came into force on 
21 March 1994. It established principles, 
aims, institutions and procedures to tackle 
the problem of climate change. It also 
emphasized the role of developed 
countries in the production of greenhouse 
gases and thus should take the lead in to 
cut greenhouse gas emissions to their 1990 
levels by the year 2000. However this was 
not a legally binding obligation. 
c. The Convention on Biological Diversity: 
it was signed by 155 states and came into 
force on 29 December 1993. Negotiated 
under the auspices of UNEP it was a 
framework convention, which aims to 
preserve the biological diversity of the 
earth, through protection of species, 
ecosystems, and habitats, and to establish 
terms for the use of genetic resources and 
bio-technologies. An attempt was made to 
reach a compromise between developed 
countries who own most bio-technology 
and least developed countries where most 
of the threats were being experienced. It 
was decided that the fruits of genetic 
resources should be shared in a fair and 
equitable manner on terms to be mutually 
agreed. 
d.  The Convention to Combat 
Desertification: it aims to promote 
coordinated international actions to 
address problems of land degradation in 
arid, semi-arid, and dry sub humid areas 
resulting from various factors, including 
climate change and human actions. 
e. The Forest Principles: though it 
emphasized the sovereign right of 
individual states to exploit forests on their 
territory, it also proclaims the principles 
for forest protection and management 
(Baylis & Smith, 2005). 
Continuing work that began in 1972 at the UN 
conference on the Human Environment in 
Stockholm developed further on Earth Summit 
which addressed Sustainable development. 
Stockholm conference was the important event in 
the history of global environmental movement. It 
was the first occasion on which the political, social 
and economic problems of the global environment 
were discussed at an intergovernmental forum in 
order to take corrective measures. The aim was to 
establish an international framework to promote a 
more coordinated approach to pollution and other 
environmental problems. Stockholm conference 
strengthened the framework for future 
environmental cooperation. It also led to the 
creation of the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP), which coordinated the environment 
related activities of other UN agencies and it raised 
political awareness of environmental problems. 
Conference also stimulated broader political and 
institutional changes by the development of 
international networks and environmental NGOs. 
Stockholm conference was instrumental in 
further debvelopment of global and regional 
environmental monitoring network. In the mid-
1980s there was a major resurgence of 
environmental problems which resulted in the 
World Commission on Environment and 
Development (1986), Rio Conference (1992), 
Kyoto Protocol (1997) and the Johannesburg 
summit (2002). These conferences were important 
international development. For example the Kyoto 
protocol emerged as a byproduct of the Earth 
summit which was signed in 1997 in the city of 
Kyoto in Japan.  
Kyoto Protocol  
It was to create a legal framework and to set 
the targets for the mitigation of global warming 
through the reduction of greenhouse gas emission. 
It was signed by more than 160 countries. The 
agreement divided the countries into two 
categories. Developed countries are declared as 
main culprit for the environmental problem and are 
referred to as Annex 1 countries. Developing 
countries are referred to as Annex 2 countries, 
which emit very less amount of greenhouse gases. 
The EU, USA and Japan respectively committed 
themselves to reduce their annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2008 to 8, 7, 6 percent less than 1990 
levels. Overall Annex1 countries have to reduce 
their greenhouse gases by an average of 5 percent 
below their 1990-levels. To achieve these targets, a 
number of so called flexibility mechanisms were 
established in the protocol: joint implementation 
(allowing industrialized states to share the credit 
for emission reductions achieved in specific joint 
projects); Emissions Trading (allowing 
industrialized states to exchange part of their 
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national emission allowances); and the Clean 
Development Mechanism (allowing industrialized 
to obtain emission credits for financing approved  
climate- friendly projects in developing countries). 
The agreement came into force on 16 February 
2005. The USA had earlier signed the treaty but 
later withdrew from it. India signed the treaty in 
August 2002. The agreement achieved in Kyoto in 
1997 left many key issues open, which required 
further negotiation and consultation among the key 
actors (Baylis & Smith, 2005). 
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT IN INDIA 
Historically India has been very slow to 
environmental problems but in the late 1960s the 
concern for environmental problems emerged. The 
„Bhopal tragedy‟ had a positive impact on 
environmental movement in India. A good and 
healthy environment is necessary for all living 
being and thus environmental issues always remain 
a concern for Indian people. In Vedic Period, saints 
used to go to jungle for meditation that only a 
peaceful natural environment could have provided. 
In modern India, Gandhi's constructive programme 
included nature cure as a programme of nature 
protection. Gandhi always criticized modern 
industrialization due to its adverse impact on nature 
as well as on human life. He argued for self-
sufficient village economy that can render 
everyone's need and also compatible to ecology. He 
was not in the favor of heavy industrialization and 
modernization because he believed that human 
civilization could be adversely affected. These 
environmental concerns took a shape of movement 
for environmental protection after independence 
because the very environmental norms and 
economic equity along with social justice have 
been ignored due to state's policies of development. 
These environmental movements differ from the 
other movements of the west with regard to 
environmental preservation and issues of economic 
equity and social justice. 
These environmental movements have emerged 
from Himalayan regions of Uttarakhand and 
extended to the tropical forests of Kerala; from 
Gujarat to Tripura in response to projects that 
threaten to dislocate people and to affect their basic 
human rights and rights to land, water, and 
ecological stability of life support systems. These 
environmental movements have initiated a new 
form of political struggle for safeguarding the 
interests of the poor and the marginalized such as 
tribal people, women and peasants. Some of the 
environmental movements are Chipko movement, 
„Save the Bhagirathi‟ and „Stop Tehri Dam Project‟ 
in (U.P.); „Narmada Bachao Andolan‟ in Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat, the opposition to the „Baliapal 
and Bhograi Test Range‟ in Orissa, the „Appiko 
Movements‟ in the Western Ghats; groups 
opposing the „Kaiga nuclear power plant‟ in 
Karnataka; the campaign against the „Silent Valley 
Project‟, the opposition against „Gomati-Dam in 
Tripura‟ and so on. NGOs and environmental 
activists are playing an important role in these 
environmental movements. Next section discusses 
two great environmental movements that 
influenced the development policies in India. These 
are Chipko Movement and Narmada Bachao 
Andolan. 
Chipko Movement 
Chipko movement was one of the popular 
movements to save the Himalayan trees and 
ecological environment of the area. The word 
Chipko means to stick to or to hug and this method 
was used to protect the trees of Himalayas from 
commercial timber cutters in Uttarakhand. The 
activist embraced the tree trunks to interpose their 
bodies between the trees and the axe men. The 
movements spreaded in several areas of 
Uttarakhand such as Reni, Tehri, Kumanun, 
Chamoli and this movement compelled the 
contractor as well as government to not cut the 
trees which is very necessary for their daily life. 
There were many groups which are active in this 
movement including women organisation, peasant 
group. Two groups were particularly famous; first 
was active in Bhageerathi valley that was led by 
Sunderlal Bahuguna and other wing of Chipko 
movement was active in the Alakananda valley 
under the leadership of Chandi Prasad Bhatt. There 
were huge participation of women such as village 
Mahila Mandal (Women's club) leaded by Gaura 
devi who led the women activity for protection of 
trees. Gaura devi argued that the people must 
understand that their existence is tied with the 
forests. When oak trees had been cut for supply in 
Badrinath town, many village women came 
forward and hug the trees despite of 40 cm snow 
and in this manner 621 trees were saved. In Pinder 
Village of Valley near Dungri Paintoli village men 
wanted to sell their trees to horticulture department 
but women opposed the men's idea of selling and 
cutting the trees and took help of Chipko activist 
and saved the forests. 
People from all strata of the society had 
participated in these movements. The leaders, 
Dhum Singh Negi, Kunwar Prasun and Sunderlala 
Bahuguna marched from village to village 
informing people about harmful consequences of 
deforestation. At the same time Bahuguna's wife, 
Vimla, and other ladies mobilized the village 
women on the same issue. Classic non-cooperation 
tactics and religious methods were adopted to 
protect the environment. When Bahuguna went on 
fast from 9 January 1979 and later arrested on the 
night of 22 January, he did not break his fast in the 
jail. Meanwhile, a reading of the Bhagvad Gita was 
started and this raised the ecological consciousness 
of the people. This led to the mobilization of the 
people from all section of hill society in support of 
Bahuguna. Reading Gita was the unique feature of 
this movement. Thus, people adopted different 
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strategy to arose the environmental consciousness 
among the people.   
Throughout the discourse of movement, 
Gandhian norms were used by leaders such as 
organizing rally, fasting and so on. „Satyagrah‟ and 
„Ahimsa‟ was the leading force in the movement. 
Sunderlal Bahuguna argued that commercial 
forestry and the nexus between contractors and the 
forests official's were responsible for the 
deterioration of Himalayan environment. The 
ecological crisis in Himalaya is the result of 
materialistic approach towards life. The another 
leader and activist such as Chandra Prasad Bhatt 
started constructive work such as a forestation 
camps was organized to impart the ecological 
benefits; benefits of bio-gas plants were 
propagated, and so on. 
Narmada Bachao Andolan 
The Narmada basin covers 94,500 square 
kilometers between the Vindhaya range and 
Satpura ranges in central India. The Narmada 
Valley is the site of one of the world's largest 
multipurpose water project: the Narmada River 
Development Project, which involves the 
construction of thirty large dams and many small 
ones on the river and its fifty-one main tributaries. 
The project supposed to transform the valley and 
the lives of its residents and increase food 
production and hydropower generation in Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra. 
It has been estimated that the construction of dams 
and reservoirs will displace one million people and 
will submerged 350,000 hectares of forestland and 
200,000 hectares of agricultural land. The 
construction of dams had been opposed by tribal 
groups that hunt and forage in the jungle canyons 
and also by villagers who was forced to displace. 
The construction of dams supposed to submerge 
almost 40,000 hectares of land and 250 villages but 
dams had been claimed as life line of Gujarat 
economy a d prosperity. 
There were huge protests against these 
models of development and a movement was 
launched against the construction of dams under 
the leadership of Medha Patekar. This movement 
also has been followed Gandhian methods of 
protest such as Yatra (marching), fast, debate over 
its outcome and so on. Finally World Bank which 
approved the financial assistance for building the 
dam suspended the funding and withdrew itself 
from the project. The Narmada Movement‟ was 
aimed to protect and preserve the ecology that was 
going to be devastated by the construction of dams. 
The struggle is going on in different parts of the 
country in order to protect the environment; 
however at the policy level no serious attempt is 
being taken by the government to protect and 
preserve the bio-diversity of the country. 
Conclusion  
The main disturbances to ecology are related with 
the model of development which we have adopted 
and also from our life-style which is very harmful 
to environment. When Gandhi argued for the 
importance of village life or gave a call for „go 
back to the village‟, he indirectly highlighted the 
ill-effects of the modern materialistic civilization 
on the environment. We rarely give serious 
importance to our ecology that helps to sustain life 
on this earth. We cannot think of our existence 
without air and water. Our demands are growing 
day by day and accordingly we are exploiting the 
nature without caring the side effects. These 
careless attitudes have created a lot of 
environmental problems and threatened the very 
existence of the living beings on this earth. These 
are some issues that one must think. The primary 
challenge for present generation is to shape patterns 
of development to promote sustainability, including 
preserving biodiversity and preventing damaging 
climate change. The 1992 UNCED agreements 
continue to provide a framework for international 
efforts to promote and achieve environmental 
solution. However challenges are immense and 
there is a need for the involvement of wider 
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